Many Persons Publish 
Their Books Privately; 
Some Are Biq Sellers 


Ego, I^ot Profit, Is Motive ' 
Often; 74 Rejection Slips ; 
And a Rise to the Top Spot^j_‘ 


^ By David Ostwald 

staff Reporter of The Wall Street journal 

NEW YORK — Harold Weisberg doesn’t 
give up- He wrote a book and v/a.nted it 
published. He submitted it to 74 publishers, 

. and he got 74 rejection slips. 

So Mr. "Weisberg’ took his manuscript to 
a printer, paid to have 5,000 copies printed 
and bound and then arranged for the dis- 
tribution himself. Today the book, Whitewash : I 
The Report on the V/arren Report, is in its ! 
third printing, 

“You are making publishing history,” Mr. 
Weisberg quotes book-industry friends as tell- i 
mg him. Weil, not quite. Such private publish- 
ing ventures are hardly new, but they appar- ^ 
ently are increasing, printers .say, though 
there aren’t any figures on books published 
privately. 

What is new, thougli, is that a ssurprising 
number of these books are posting inrores- ■ I 
sive sales. Indeed, the top-selling rionliction 
, uooli in the XJ.S., How to Avoid Proba.j.oi, was 
'first published privately by author Norman ^ 
j Dacey. Tnat book, like some others, attracted 
!a commercial publisher after the initial ' 
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Private oubiishing differs from so-cc^:m 
vamry c*' my pubi‘..r:;;i;g m which the au- 
tiior ; ;.r:R:sher to Avociuce o.nd distribuic • 

m.-: COCK ■ 'V imn recoAo-; ir^'dlties based on 
ivj. ^ publishc-A o. : : e for their own 
oweri'. uo-.. get a.il rr: t '.v authors 

vmc p"hh:.t yr'vateiy .:: .v v cmd never 

go lo a • ruAy publisher. 

riui Edward Uhlan, preslde".i c: Exposition 
Pres^, Inc.. vt:ich. decs ;..ubcidy work, say he 
gets more \Aien 200 inquinef. a. year from ■pri-i 
vate publry.Mv who want him to dlstrilmte 
tneir bocxs. ‘‘Usually the bocks have the wrong 
jacket, thvi wrong price, tr-: virong size and 
the wrong format,” he .oys. 3ut ihm taken 
a number c;t vnern on and made real books | 
out of them.” 

. Most commercial puEisners a;'-"..A.:ently fig- 
ure the private pubiislhng isn’t In r'tx.g their 


business. In fact, it can help .7 ••..n Pub- 

lishers, In:v, which conti'acLed . ,sh Kow 
to A.void Probate I after • cy pri- 

vate printing sold out q^ctE h;.;. .-ma rnore 
: than 450. GOC - opies of tlie b; 

NeveniA'vess, at least c. ^ h,; , ; ti :..vs i 
:a person : rcolish to try rihk... ,.ooki 

himself- v:..v Mr. Uhlan or Exposn v ..rs:; 

“Anybody knows anything gb > , . ...;.i:sh-j 
ing just dees not try to do d hinm^^P - i 


